[Mortality and cause of death in a 20-year follow-up of the Basel study].
The results of a mortality follow-up in the Basle Study (BS) for the period 1965-1986 are presented, involving data of 4224 males and 936 females. The autopsy rate was 60% and allowed confirmation of the death certificates. The mortality rate of BS men is considerably higher (22% = 928 male) than that of the - on the average younger-females (9.2% = 87 female). In the male cohort the age-specific 10-year mortality is lower than in the general Swiss population due to a lower incidence of various diseases and accidents with fatal outcome and a lower incidence of cardiovascular death. On the other hand, a higher tumor incidence in the BS cohort from the age of 55 years on can be noted. This is mainly due to a higher frequency of lung cancer. With increasing duration of the follow-up the difference between the mortality of the general Swiss population and the BS participants diminishes. The higher tumor incidence observed could be explained by more accurate diagnoses in the BS group. Consequently, the Basel study cohort could-in relation to mortality data-be considered representative of the Swiss population.